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T U R N I N G  1 8  I N  I D A H O :  A  S U R V I V A L  G U I D E  F O R  T E E N A G E R S  
I N T R O D U C T O R Y  L E S S O N  
 

I .   O b j e c t i v e  
 
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  l e s s o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o :  
 

 D i s c u s s  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a n  a d u l t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  l a w .  

 U n d e r s t a n d  s p e c i f i c  l a w s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  k n o w  a s  t h e y  
r e a c h  t h e  a g e  o f  m a j o r i t y .  
 

I I .  M a t e r i a l s  
 

 T u r n i n g  1 8 :  A  S u r v i v a l  G u i d e  f o r  T e e n a g e r s  ( e n o u g h  c o p i e s  f o r  e a c h  
s t u d e n t  t o  h a v e  h i s / h e r  o w n )  

 F l i p  c h a r t  o r  w h i t e b o a r d  

 P e n  f o r  f l i p  c h a r t  o r  w h i t e b o a r d  

 S c e n a r i o  c a r d s  ( o p t i o n a l )  

 
I I I .  P r o c e d u r e  
 

T i m e  
 
T h i s  l e s s o n  ( w i t h o u t  t h e  a d d e d  a c t i v i t y )  i s  m e a n t  t o  t a k e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0  
m i n u t e s .  T h i s  t i m e  m a y  v a r y  s l i g h t l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  c l a s s .  A p p r o x i m a t e  
t i m e s  f o r  e a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l e s s o n  a r e  l i s t e d .  
 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  A c t i v i t y  ( 1 0  m i n u t e s )  
 
A .  E x p l a i n :  T h i s  y e a r ’ s  L a w  D a y  t h e m e  i s  “ T h e  R u l e  o f  L a w . ”  T o d a y  w e  a r e  

g o i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  h o w  t h e  r u l e  o f  l a w  a p p l i e s  t o  y o u  w h e n  y o u  t u r n  1 8  a n d  
r e a c h  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  a g e  o f  m a j o r i t y .  

B .  A s k  t h e  s t u d e n t s :  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a n  a d u l t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  
t h e  l a w ?  W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  b e i n g  a n  a d u l t ?  W h a t  a r e  
s o m e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  b e i n g  a n  a d u l t ?  

C .  H a v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p r o v i d e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  a s  
e i t h e r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o r  y o u  c o u l d  w r i t e  d o w n  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  o n  a  
w h i t e b o a r d  o r  f l i p  c h a r t  p a p e r .  

D .  O n c e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  l i s t ,  g o  t h r o u g h  a n d  e i t h e r  f u r t h e r  
e x p l a i n  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  p o i n t s  o r  f i l l  i n  a n y  m i s s i n g  p o i n t s .  M a k e  s u r e  m o s t  
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  k e y  p o i n t s  a r e  c o v e r e d :  

 

 1 8  i s  t h e  a g e  o f  m a j o r i t y  f o r  m a n y  l a w s ,  b u t  n o t  a l l .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  y o u  
c a n  v o t e  a n d  s e r v e  j u r y  d u t y  w h e n  y o u  a r e  1 8 ,  b u t  t h e  d r i n k i n g  a g e  i s  
2 1 .   

 Y o u  a r e  n o w  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  y o u r  o w n  a c t i o n s ,  n o t  y o u r  p a r e n t s .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u  c r a s h  y o u r  c a r  w h e n  y o u  a r e  1 7 ,  y o u r  p a r e n t s  c a n  b e  
h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  d a m a g e s .  W h e n  y o u  a r e  1 8  y o u  a r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  i f  y o u  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  a c c i d e n t .  

 Y o u  h a v e  m o r e  p r i v i l e g e s .  Y o u  c a n  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s ,  v o t e ,  o r  s e r v e  
o n  a  j u r y .  
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 Y o u  a l s o  h a v e  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  p a y  y o u r  o w n  t a x e s ,  
p a y  b i l l s  l i s t e d  i n  y o u r  n a m e ,  a n d  s i g n  u p  f o r  s e l e c t i v e  s e r v i c e  ( i f  y o u  
a r e  a  m a l e ) .  

 Y o u  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  p r o t e c t e d  b y  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t s .  S i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  
h a v e  g o t t e n  y o u  a  l e c t u r e  a n d  a  r i d e  h o m e  i n  a  p o l i c e  c a r  a t  1 7  c o u l d  
l a n d  y o u  i n  j a i l  a t  1 8 .  

 

M a i n  A c t i v i t y  ( 3 0  M i n u t e s )  
 
A .  H a n d  o u t  t h e  T u r n i n g  1 8  m a g a z i n e .  N O T E :  Y o u  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a  

m i n u t e  o r  t w o  t o  t h u m b  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a g a z i n e  o r  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  
k e e p i n g  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  a s  t h e y  t h u m b  t h r o u g h  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  l e s s o n  
e x p l a n a t i o n .  

B .  E x p l a i n  t h a t  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  a s s i g n  a  s t u d e n t  o r  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b o o k l e t .  T h e i r  j o b  i s  t o  b e c o m e  
e x p e r t s  o n  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e n  r e p o r t  b a c k  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c l a s s  o n  t h e i r  s e c t i o n .  

C .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  c l a s s  s i z e ,  a s s i g n  a  s e c t i o n  t o  e a c h  s t u d e n t ,  p a i r  o f  
s t u d e n t s  o r  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s .  N O T E :  A s k  t h e  t e a c h e r s ’  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
g r o u p i n g  s t u d e n t s .  S h e / h e  w i l l  k n o w  t h e  p a i r i n g s  t h a t  w i l l  w o r k  b e s t  i n  
t h e  c l a s s .  A g a i n  d e p e n d i n g  o n  y o u r  c l a s s  s i z e ,  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  f e a s i b l e  t o  
c o v e r  a l l  t o p i c s .  I f  n o t ,  p i c k  a n d  c h o o s e  f r o m  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s e c t i o n s .  
S e c t i o n s  i n c l u d e :  
 

 G e t t i n g  a r o u n d  ( p a g e  2  a n d  3 )  

 M o v i n g  o u t  ( p a g e  3  a n d  4 )  

 H a v i n g  f u n  ( p a g e  4  a n d  5 )  

 A l c o h o l  a n d  d r u g s  ( p a g e  5  a n d  t a b l e  o n  p a g e  6 )  

 M o n e y  m a t t e r s  ( p a g e  6  a n d  7 )  

 W o r k i n g  a n d  t a x e s  ( p a g e  7 )  

 S e x  a n d  t h e  l a w  ( p a g e  8 )  

 D o i n g  y o u r  p a r t  ( p a g e  8  t o  1 0 )  

 M a r r i a g e  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p  ( p a g e  1 0  a n d  1 1 )  

 D e a l i n g  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  ( p a g e  1 1 )  

 C r i m e s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  ( p a g e  1 1  a n d  1 2 )  

 G u n s  a n d  w e a p o n s  ( p a g e  1 2  a n d  1 3 )  

 H a t e  c r i m e s  ( p a g e  1 3 )  

 C i v i l  l a w  a n d  l a w s u i t s  ( p a g e  1 3 )  

 S u r f i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t  ( p a g e  1 4 )  

 P r o t e c t i n g  y o u r  i d e n t i t y  ( p a g e  1 4  a n d  1 5 )  

 C o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  ( p a g e  1 5 )  
 
D .  O n  s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n  s m a l l e r  g r o u p i n g s ,  t h e y  m u s t  r e a d  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  

s e c t i o n  a n d  a n s w e r  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s :  
 

1 .  W h a t  a r e  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  k e y  p o i n t s  i n  y o u r  s e c t i o n ?  
2 .  W h a t ’ s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  t o  r e m e m b e r ?  
3 .  W h a t  d i d  y o u  l e a r n  t h a t  y o u  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  b e f o r e ?  
4 .  W h a t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d o n ’ t  a g r e e  w i t h  o r  y o u  t h i n k  i s  u n f a i r  a n d  

w h y ?  
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E .  O n c e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  h a d  t i m e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e i r  s e c t i o n  a n d  a n s w e r  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  h a v e  t h e m  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  
c l a s s  a s  a  w h o l e .  N O T E :  I t  m i g h t  b e  u s e f u l  t o  g i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a  t i m e  l i m i t  
o f  n o  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o r  t w o  m i n u t e s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  

 

W r a p  U p  A c t i v i t y  ( 1 0  M i n u t e s )  
 
O n c e  y o u  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  y o u  m i g h t  o p e n  t h e  f l o o r  f o r  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  l a w  w i l l  i m p a c t  t h e m  a s  t h e y  t u r n  
1 8 .  T h e y  m a y  h a v e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n  i n t e r a c t i o n s  o r  t h e  
i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  w i t h  t h e  l e g a l  s y s t e m .  N O T E :  T o  h e l p  m a k e  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  m o r e  m e a n i n g f u l ,  y o u  m a y  h a v e  t h e  t e a c h e r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  
a d v a n c e  t o  p r e p a r e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e .  
 

E x t e n d e d  A c t i v i t y :  Y o u  B e  t h e  L a w y e r  ( 1 5  M i n u t e s )  
 
I f  y o u  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  m a i n  a c t i v i t y ,  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  c a n  
s e r v e  a s  a n o t h e r  o p t i o n  t o  f i l l  t h e  c l a s s  t i m e .  
 
A .  G i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e  s c e n a r i o s  o n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e .  Y o u  c a n  g i v e  t h e m  o n e  

o r  b o t h  o f  t h e  s c e n a r i o s .   
B .  H a v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e a d  t h e  s c e n a r i o s   
C .  A s k :  W h a t  l a w s  w e r e  b r o k e n ?  W h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ?  I f  t h e  

p e r s o n  i n  t h e  s c e n a r i o  c o u l d  r e w i n d ,  w h a t  c o u l d  s h e / h e  d o  d i f f e r e n t l y ?  
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I I I .  S c e n a r i o  C a r d s  
 
T h e  c a r d s  i n c l u d e d  h e r e  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t h e  Y o u  B e  
t h e  L a w y e r  a c t i v i t y .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  m a k e  u p  y o u r  o w n  s c e n a r i o s  b a s e d  o n  o t h e r  
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  T u r n i n g  1 8  m a g a z i n e .  
 
 

Kate  i s  dr iv ing  to  work and another  dr iver  cuts  in  f ront  
of  her  in  traf f i c .  Kate  has  to  swerve  to  miss  the  other  
dr iver ,  which  makes  her  angry.  She  speeds  up  to  catch 
the  dr iver  and a lmost  h i ts  someone who is  cross ing  the  
s treet .  A  pol i ce  of f icer  wi tnesses  Kate’s  act iv i t ies  and 
pul ls  her  over .  When she approaches  the  car ,  the  
of f icer  not ices  an  empty  beer  bott le  in  the  back  seat .  
The  of f i cer  asks  Kate  to  s tep  out  of  the  car  so  she can  
adminis ter  a  DUI  tes t .  S ince  Kate  hasn’t  been dr ink ing ,  
she  refuses  to  take  the  tes t .  

I t ’s  a  F r iday  night ,  one  week  before  Joe ’s  18 t h  b i r thday.  
Hi s  parents  have g iven him an ear ly  b i r thday  present  of  
a  brand new hunt ing  r i f le .  Joe  and h is  best  f r iend Henry  
(who wi l l  s t i l l  be 17  for  another  two  months )  decide  
they  want  to  go  out  ear ly  Saturday  morning  to  try  out  
the  new r i f le .  So,  they  pack  the  car  w ith  their  suppl ies  
for  the  hunt ing  tr ip ,  inc luding  the  new r i f le ,  and then 
go  over  to  a  f r iend’s  h ouse to  play  Xbox.  Joe  i s  exc i ted  
about  h is  new gun,  so  he  br ings  i t  into  the  house to  
show his  f r iend.  He  jok ingly  po ints  the  gun at  h is  f r iend 
who gets  angry  and te l l s  Joe  and Henry  to  leave.  As  
they  leave,  Joe  tr ips  and the  gun goes  of f .  I t  doesn’ t  
hurt  anyone,  but  a  bul let  lodges  in  the l iv ing  room wal l .  
 


